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Niech Bedze pochwalony Jezus Chrystus.  
R/. Na wieki, wiekow.  Amen. 
Praised be the Lord, Jesus Christ.  
R/. Now and forever. Amen.
8:00 AM - "Hymn of Faith"  
Mass Book page 63
READING I - Dt 4:1-2, 6-8
Moses said to the people: "Now, Israel, hear the statutes 
and decrees which I am teaching you to observe, that you 
may live, and may enter in and take possession of the land
which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you.
In your observance of the commandments of the LORD, 
your God, which I enjoin upon you, you shall not add to 
what I command you nor subtract from it. Observe them 
carefully, for thus will you give evidence of your wisdom 
and intelligence to the nations, who will hear of all these 
statutes and say, 'This great nation is truly a wise and intel-
ligent people.' For what great nation is there that has gods 
so close to it as the LORD, our God, is to us whenever we 
call upon him? Or what great nation has statutes and de-
crees that are as just as this whole law which I am setting 
before you today?"
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5
R. One who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.
Whoever walks blamelessly and does justice; who thinks 
the truth in his heart and slanders not with his tongue.
R. One who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.
Who harms not his fellow man, nor takes up a reproach 
against his neighbor; by whom the reprobate is despised,
while he honors those who fear the LORD.
R. One who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.
Who lends not his money at usury and accepts no bribe 
against the innocent. Whoever does these things shall 
never be disturbed.
R. One who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.

READING 2 -  Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27
Dearest brothers and sisters: All good giving and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no alteration or shadow caused 
by change. He willed to give us birth by the word of truth
that we may be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you 
and is able to save your souls.

Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding 
yourselves.

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their af-
fliction and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
Priest/Lector: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
R: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Priest/Lector: The Father willed to give us birth by the 
word of truth that we may be a kind of firstfruits of his
R: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
GOSPEL - Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
When the Pharisees with some scribes who had come 
from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they observed that 
some of his disciples ate their meals with unclean, that is, 
unwashed, hands.—For the Pharisees and, in fact, all Jews,
do not eat without carefully washing their hands, keeping 
the tradition of the elders. And on coming from the mar-
ketplace they do not eat without purifying themselves. And 
there are many other things that they have traditionally 
observed, the purification of cups and jugs and kettles and 
beds.—So the Pharisees and scribes questioned him, "Why 
do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders but 
instead eat a meal with unclean hands?" He responded,
"Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is 
written: This people honors me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teach-
ing as doctrines human precepts. You disregard God's com-
mandment but cling to human tradition."

He summoned the crowd again and said to them, "Hear 
me, all of you, and understand.

Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that 
person; but the things that come out from within are what 
defile.

"From within people, from their hearts, come evil 
thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. 
All these evils come from within and they defile." This is 
the gospel of the Lord. 
R/: Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY HYMN - "You Raise Me Up"
COMMUNION HYMN - "Sing of the Lord's Goodness" 
RECESSIONAL HYMN - " How Great Thou Art"



St. Francis Weekly “Faith Renewed”
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Take a moment out and pray… 
  †  †  †  †  †  †  PRAYERS  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Health Needs: Lord God, Jesus, our Savior, Mary and all the Saints, we ask you to bring peace and your healing touch 
to those who are ill, afraid or worried. Amen.

Health Needs of: All who have the Coronavirus & Debbie Marciano, Beverly Hester, Gregory Klein, James Conlon, 
Nancy Fernandez Petrozza, Sophia Kyriakakis, Billy Murphy, Helen de la Sota, Jeff Curtis, Ottavia Daquino, 

Linda Frysztacki, Daniella Vasquez, Bill & Ann Siebuhr, Blanca Vasquez, Iris Cafran, John Luis Vasquez, Eileen McChesney, 
Rosemary Rosen, Jay Lasker, Joe Glovack, Carla Calabrese, Janis Siebuhr, Debbie Granaldi,  Dominick Ocello, 

Louise & Anthony Kuzniewski, Jorge Juan Vasquez, Jessica Arrubla, Debbie Tino,Elena Accomando Capuano, Emily Smith,  
Anita Paczkoski & for all those who care for the sick and disabled.

Requiem Intentions for faithfully departed: 
Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let the perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

† †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

THE BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
August 29

St. John was born at Ain-Karim, near Jerusalem. His father was 
Zachary, a priest in Jerusalem, and his mother was Elizabeth, a 
kinswoman of the Virgin Mary. He lived as a hermit in the des-
ert of Judea until 27. He began to preach along the banks of the 
Jordan River and stated, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand.” Many people came to hear him, including several who 
would become Christ’s apostles. It was John, who baptized Jesus 
and pointed him out as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world.” After the baptism, John continued to preach along 
the banks of the Jordan.

The Gospel of Mark records the circumstances of John the Bap-
tist’s death. Herod had John imprisoned because the Baptist had 
condemned the ruler’s marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife. 
Infuriated with John, Herodias plotted to Kill him. At a birthday 
banquet, Herod, delighted by the dancing of Herodias’ daughter, 
told her he would give her anything she requested. At her mother’s 
prompting, she told him, “I want you to give me the head of John 
the Baptist, here and now, on a dish.”

John’s death is celebrated by a feast, because it resembles in so 
many ways the death of Jesus. Like his master, John went to death 
silently and helplessly, a victim of petty revenge, human cowardice 
and cruelty. His death in such absurd circumstances was his confes-
sion of faith in God, who alone sustains the human heart when it 
seems crushed by evil and injustice.

TRUST IN YOURSELF AND YOU ARE DOOMED  
TO DISAPPOINTMENT…TRUST IN MONEY AND YOU 

MAY HAVE IT TAKEN FROM YOU…BUT TRUST  
IN GOD,  AND YOU ARE NEVER TO BE CONFOUNDED 

IN TIME |OR ETERNITY.
“It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.” 

                                                                          —Psalm 118:8
Earl Weaver, former manager of the Baltimore Orioles, had a 

rule that no one could steal a base unless he gave the steal sign. 
This ruling upset Reggie Jackson, who felt he knew the pitchers 
and catchers well enough to judge when he could steal. One day he 
decided to steal without a sign. He got a good jump off the pitcher 
and easily beat the throw to second base. As he shook the dirt from 
his uniform, he smiled with delight, feeling he had vindicated his 
judgement.

Weaver later took Jackson aside and explained why he hadn’t 
given the steal sign. The next batter was Lee May, a major power 
hitter. Because first base was open, the opposing team intention-
ally walked May. The batter after May hadn’t been strong against 
this pitcher, so Weaver had to send in a designated hitter. That left 
their team without the bench strength they might have needed later 
in the game.

Jackson had seen a stolen base as involving only the relationship 
between pitcher and catcher. Weaver was calling signals with 
the entire game in mind.

Don’t put your trust in what you see around you. Trust the One 
Who sees the “big picture” that spans all of time and eternity.

JUST A THOUGHT…COURAGE
“Vitality shows not only in the ABILITY TO PERSIST, but in the ability to start over.” —F. Scott Fitzgerald

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY ‑ Henri Nouwen
A reflection of faith and wisdom... HEALING LETTERS 

When you write a very angry letter to a friend who has hurt you deeply, don’t send it! Let the letter sit on your table for 
a few days and read it over a number of times. Then ask yourself; “Will this letter bring life to me and my friend? Will it 
bring healing, will it bring a blessing?” You don’t have to ignore-the fact that you are deeply hurt. You don’t have to hide 
from your friend that you feel offended. But you can respond in a way that makes healing and forgiveness possible and 
opens the door for new life. Rewrite the letter if you think it does not bring life, and send it with a prayer for your friend.


