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ADVENT
Sunday, December 13, 2020                           

                              THIRD SUNDAY OF

Niech Bedze pochwalony Jezus Chrystus. R/. Na wieki, wiekow. 
Praised be the Lord, Jesus Christ. R/. Now and forever. 

9:00 AM - "Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord"
OPENING PRAYER: (please say with Celebrant) O Father, our hearts respond with joy as we approach the yearly remembrance of the 
birth of Jesus at Bethlehem. As we sense within ourselves His coming, may there be restored within us the image and likeness of our 
Creator, who gave us the Christ of Christmas. Amen

PRAYER: (celebrant) O God, as we look upon this wreath, the symbol of eternity, and as we light a third candle, may we be prepared 
more thoroughly in making the way for your son, especially in the depths of our hearts. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE: (Reader): O Lord, stir up our hearts that we may indeed prepare for Your only begotten Son, 
that through his coming, we may be made worthy to observe you with pure minds. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

CONTEMPORARY RITE - Mass Book pg. 63  
(please note: No "Gloria" during Advent)
READING I -Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD 
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of 
favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God.

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of 
my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation and 
wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned 
with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels. As the 
earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth 
spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise 
spring up before all the nations.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54
R. My soul rejoices in my God.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit re-
joices in God my Savior, for he has looked upon his  
lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed.
R. My soul rejoices in my God.
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy  
is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every 
generation.
R. My soul rejoices in my God.
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he 
has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant 
Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy.
R. My soul rejoices in my God.

READING II - 1 Thes 5:16-24
Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.
In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God 
for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain what is 

good. Refrain from every kind of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may 

you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is  
faithful, and he will also accomplish it.

Priest/Lector: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
R./ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Priest/Lector: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.  
R./ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL - John 1:6-8, 19-28
A man named John was sent from God. He came for testi-
mony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.

And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from 
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, "Who 
are you?" He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am 
not the Christ." So they asked him, "What are you then? Are 
you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" 
He answered, "No." So they said to him, "Who are you, so we 
can give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to 
say for yourself?" He said: "I am the voice of one crying out 
in the desert, 'make straight the way of the Lord,' "as Isaiah 
the prophet said." Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked 
him,"Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or  
Elijah or the Prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with 
water; but there is one among you whom you do not recog-
nize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I 
am not worthy to untie." This happened in Bethany across the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. This is the Gospel of the 
Lord.    R. Praise be to you Lord Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY HYMN - "O, Lord, I Am Not Worthy"
COMMUNION HYMN - "Every Valley" 
RECESSIONAL HYMN - "A Voice Cries Out"



St. Francis Weekly “Faith Renewed”

St. Francis Polish National Catholic Church                                                                     Third Sunday of Advent ~ December13, 2020

Take a moment out and pray… 
  †  †  †  †  †  †  PRAYERS  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Health Needs: Lord God, Jesus, our Savior, Mary and all the Saints, we ask you to bring peace and your healing touch 
to those who are ill, afraid or worried. Amen.

Health Needs of: All who have the Coronavirus & Debbie Marciano, Beverly Hester, Gregory Klein, Jim Richards, 
Richard Majewski, Nancy Fernandez Petrozza, Sophia Kyriakakis, Billy Murphy, Helen de la Sota, Jeff Curtis, Ottavia Daquino, 

Linda Frysztacki, Daniella Vasquez, Ann Klein-Siebuhr, Blanca Vasquez, Iris Cafran, John Luis Vasquez, Eileen McChesney, 
Peter Rapanaro, Dennis Erb, Rosemary Rosen, Jay Lasker, Joe Glovack, Carla Calabrese, Janis Siebuhr, Debbie Granaldi, 

Rich & Marianne Haase, Anthony Kuzniewski, Jorge Juan Vasquez, Jessica Arrubla & for all those who care for the sick and disabled.
Requiem Intentions for faithfully departed:  

Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let the perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
† †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

UPCOMING SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS
December 13th

In Memory of Matthew Schneider 
offered by Joanne McNeill-Peck & Eric Peck

In Memory of Mother
offered by Kelter & Sandras Darbouze

In Memory of Wendell Schott 
offered by Teri Fassett

In Memory of Louis Toteda 
offered by Joni & John Blenn

December 20th

In Memory of Mary Lodiato-Cronin  
& Barbara Mooney-Dellolio 

offered by Dennis & Jane Mooney
For those feeling lonely & sad this holiday 

offered by Cheryl Haase
For the joyous of occasion of thier lives together 

offered by Louis & Piedad Mollo
and for good tidings & health of

The Bob Dackow Family
The Albert Hanft Family
The Joe Glovack Family

The Eric Seal Family
The Diane Misilewich Family

The Darlene C. Migliore Family
St. Francis PNC Church sincerely thanks you for your donation.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
On this day the Church urges us to gladness in the middle 
of this time of expectation and penitence; the coming 
of Jesus approaches more and more. St. John, the holy 
precursor, announces to the Jews the coming of the Savior. 
“The Savior,” he says to them, “lives already among us, 
though unknown. He will soon appear openly.” Now is the 
time for fervent prayer and for imploring Jesus to remain 
with us by His mercy. Let us prepare the way for Him by 
repentance and penitence and by worthy reception of the 
sacraments.

THE CHRISTMAS WAFER
The birth of the Lord is celebrated around the world and 
each country lends its own spirit by its own traditions. 
Immigrants brought those customs to America, along with 
their possessions, and they melted into a unique American 
expression of this holiday. Our parish of St. Francis is 
today an mosaic ethnic mix, still we remember our Polish 
origins. Wishing to share with all one very special tradi-
tion, “OPLATEK” - the Christmas wafer or the Bread of 
Life! The oplatek is a thin unleavened wafer, much like 
the communion wafer. It is stamped with the figures of 
the Nativity or the Blessed Mother. It is shared at home or 
sent to family and friends by mail. Prior to setting down to 
Christmas dinner it is shared by all gathered, since it is an 
explicit sign of brotherhood and Catholic friendliness. A 
piece is broken off by each person, exchanging good  
wishes and embraces. Custom dictates that before the 
oplatek is eaten all quarrels and misunderstandings must 
be dissolved. In this tradition we approach the holidays 
with an open, love filled heart. Please note that the oplatek 
is available in our Parish to anyone interested. Please  
contact Father Andrew. May it bring you, your family  
and friends closer to the mystery you celebrate!  
God’s Blessings!


