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ADVENT

CONTEMPORARY RITE - Mass Book pg. 63  
(please note: No "Gloria" during Advent)
READING I - Bar 5:1-9
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on 
the splendor of glory from God forever: wrapped in the cloak of 
justice from God, bear on your head the mitre that displays the 
glory of the eternal name. For God will show all the earth your 
splendor: you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, 
the glory of God's worship.

Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to the east and see 
your children gathered from the east and the west at the word of 
the Holy One, rejoicing that they are remembered by God. Led 
away on foot by their enemies they left you: but God will bring 
them back to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones. For 
God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, and 
that the age-old depths and gorges be filled to level ground, that 
Israel may advance secure in the glory of God. The forests and 
every fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God's 
command; for God is leading Israel in joy by the light of his 
glory, with his mercy and justice for company.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,  
we were like men dreaming. Then our mouth was filled  
with laughter, and our tongue with rejoicing.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Then they said among the nations, "The LORD has done great 
things for them." The LORD has done great things for us;  
we are glad indeed.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the torrents in the southern 
desert. Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.
Although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be sown, 
They shall come back rejoicing, carrying their sheaves.
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

READING II - Phil 1:4-6, 8-11
Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy in my every prayer 
for all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from 
the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the 
day of Christ Jesus. God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that 
your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and 
every kind of perception, to discern what is of value, so that you 
may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 
glory and praise of God.
Priest/Lector: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
R./ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Priest/Lector: Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
R./ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
GOSPEL - Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 
of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. John 
went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaim-
ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice 
of one crying out in the desert: "Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be 
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God." This is the Gospel of the Lord.
R./ Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
INTERCESSIONS - RESPONSE -  GOD, HEAR US!
OFFERTORY HYMN - "A Voice Cries Out" 
OUR FATHER - page 95
COMMUNION HYMN - "Patience People"
RECESSIONAL HYMN - "Every Valley"
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Niech Bedze pochwalony Jezus Chrystus. R/. Na wieki, wiekow. 
Praised be the Lord, Jesus Christ. R/. Now and forever. 

9:00 AM - "Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord"
PRAYER: (please say with Celebrant) O God, as we look upon this wreath,  
the symbol of eternity, and as we light a second candle, may we be prepared more  

thoroughly in making the way for your son, especially in the depths of our hearts. Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE: (Lector): O Lord, stir up our hearts that we may indeed prepare for Your only begotten Son, that through 
his coming, we may be made worthy to observe you with pure minds. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
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Take a moment out and pray… 
†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  PRAYER  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  

Health Needs: Jesus, we ask you to bring peace and your healing touch to those who are ill, afraid or worried. Amen.
Health Needs of: Gregory Klein, Jim Richards, Nancy Foley, Thomas Maloney, Linda Frysztacki, Lorri Russo, 

Rich Majewski, Nancy Fernandez Petrozza, Susan Leach, Stella Silva, Michele Feudale, Linda Maloney, Lorraine Avitabile, 
Blanca Vasquez, Thomas Kompa, Bill Piro, Iris Cafran, Frank Kompa, John Luis Vasquez, Sophia Kyriakakis,

Billy Murphy, Con Boyle, John Blenn, Carla Calabrese, MaryAnn McEvoy, Gary P. Ribis, Rosalie Drenckhahn, James Kostolni,  
Elena Guigui, Theresa Kasmark, Emma Zaradich, Constance Citrola, Elizabeth Zitzmann, Anne Grusell, Teresa Kay, Sidra Lewis,  

Toni Panico, Ann Klein-Siebuhr, Nina Dobrowolski, George Heyen, Eileen McChesney, Mickey Gagliano, Jenna Ipplito,  
Theresa Daquino, Nick Daquino, Ottavia Daquino & for all those who care for the sick and disabled.

Requiem Intentions: Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let the perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
† †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

St. Francis Weekly “faith Renewed”
JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE!
Be joyful and share the goodness! Please join us, be a friend 

and bring a friend, each Sunday at 9 a.m. in the Celebration of 
the Eucharist. Join us after Mass in the Parish Hall for coffee and 
a roll — our time as a Parish and Community, to share, listen 
and care with one another! Joyful, Joyful! we adore Him!

ST. NICHOLAS (4th century) December 6 
“The anonymous giftgiver.”
Nicholas takes the place alongside the other “solstice fathers” 

of Santa Claus, Old Nick and Father Christmas because of one 
story: A rich man in Myra went bankrupt during Nicholas' tenure 
as bishop, and having three daughters and no dowries, despaired 
of their ever marrying. Incredibly, he decided they should be-
come prostitutes. When Nicholas heard of this, he devised a way 
to save the girls. He secretly, tossed a bag of gold through their 
window one night. In the morning, the father was amazed by the 
miracle and used the money as a dowry for his eldest daughter. A 
second time, Nicholas left a bag of gold so that the next daughter 
could marry. On the third occasion, when Nicholas sneaked up to 
the house at night to leave his anonymous gift, the father caught 
him so that he could thank him for changing their lives. And thus 
Nicholas becomes the patron of the anonymous gift givers!

His prayer: Nicholas, give me the spirit of giving. Teach me 
that it really is more blessed to give than receive, and that to 
whom much has been given, much will be expected. Help me to 
overcome my fears that if I give generously I will suffer want. 
Amen.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY — 
December 8
The solemn feast of Mary’s Immaculate Conception, cel-

ebrated nine months before the feast of her birth (September 8), 
recalls the Christian belief that Mary was preserved free from all 
stain of original sin from the moment of her conception by her 
mother, Ann. Because of her unique role as the mother of Jesus 
Christ, God endowed her with special graces and gifts. Like a 
new Eve, she brought new life to the world through her Divine 
Son. The feast is also a reminder that the whole Church shares 
in Mary’s privileges in some way. For this reason the feast day 
prayer asks God to “trace in our actions the lines of her love, in 
our hearts her readiness of faith.”

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - Her 
feast day prayer asks God to "trace in our actions the lines of her 
love, in our hearts her readiness of faith." On this day the PNCC 
also celebrates the Feast of Divine Love.

Mary immaculate, star of the morning, chosen before the  
creation began, chosen to bring, for thy bridal adorning, woe to 
the serpent and rescue to man. Bend from thy throne at the voice 
of our crying, Bend to this earth which thy footsteps have trod; 
Stretch out thine arms to us, living and dying, Mary immaculate, 
Mother of God.  —F. W. Weatherell

Our 2018 Fund-raiser Christmas Dinner was a SUCCESS!

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!!
"How can we thank you, let us count the ways…"

for setting up the hall; for cooking an entree; for serving; for decorating; for purchasing items; 
for getting donations of food, desserts, beverages, raffle prizes; for creating a raffle prize;  

for selling raffles; for helping Santa Claus/St. Nicholas; for cleaning up.
It takes a Parish with friends to have a successful fund-raiser—thank you all!

Next week's bulletin will list our sponsors' businesses, AND we urge you to support them!


