
Niech Bedze pochwalony Jezus 
Chrystus.  
R/. Na wieki, wiekow.  Amen. 

Praised be the Lord, Jesus Christ.  
R/. Now and forever. Amen.
8:00 AM - "Hymn of Faith"  
Mass Book page 63
READING I - Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10
Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, which 
consisted of men, women, and those children old enough 
to understand. Standing at one end of the open place that 
was before the Water Gate, he read out of the book from 
daybreak till midday, in the presence of the men, the  
women, and those children old enough to understand; and 
all the people listened attentively to the book of the law.
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that had been 
made for the occasion. He opened the scroll so that all the 
people might see it — for he was standing higher up than 
any of the people —; and, as he opened it, all the people 
rose. Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the 
people, their hands raised high, answered, “Amen, amen!” 
Then they bowed down and prostrated themselves before 
the LORD, their faces to the ground. Ezra read plainly 
from the book of the law of God, interpreting it so that all 
could understand what was read. Then Nehemiah, that is, 
His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-scribe and the Levites 
who were instructing the people said to all the people: “To-
day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not be sad, and do 
not weep”— for all the people were weeping as they heard 
the words of the law. He said further: “Go, eat rich foods 
and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had 
nothing prepared; for today is holy to our LORD. Do not 
be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the LORD must be 
your strength!”.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM - Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15
R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.
The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; The 
decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the 
simple.
R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
The command of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eye.
R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.
The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever;
The ordinances of the LORD are true, all of them just.

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.
Let the words of my mouth and the thought of my heart
find favor before you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life.
READING 2 - 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27 (short version)
Brothers and sisters: As a body is one though it has many 
parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one 
body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free  
persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. Now 
the body is not a single part, but many. You are Christ’s 
body, and individually parts of it..
Priest/Lector: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
R: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Priest/Lector: The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor, and to proclaim liberty to captives..  
R: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
GOSPEL - Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
events that have been fulfilled among us, just as those who 
were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the 
word have handed them down to us, I too have decided,
after investigating everything accurately anew, to write 
it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the 
teachings you have received.

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, 
and news of him spread throughout the whole region. He 
taught in their synagogues and was praised by all.

He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went 
according to his custom into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day. He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the pas-
sage where it was written: The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. Rolling up 
the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down,
and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him.
He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled 
in your hearing.”This is the Gospel of the Lord. R: Praise 
be to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY HYMN - "Blessed Assurance"
COMMUNION HYMN - "Leed Me, Lord"
RECESSIONAL HYMN - "Blest Are We"
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Take a moment out and pray… 
†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  PRAYER  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  

Health Needs: Jesus, we ask you to bring peace and your healing touch to those who are ill, afraid or worried. Amen.
Health Needs of: Gregory Klein, Jim Richards, Nancy Foley, Thomas Maloney, Linda Frysztacki, Lorri Russo, 

Rich Majewski, Nancy Fernandez Petrozza, Susan Leach, Stella Silva, Michele Feudale, Linda Maloney, Lorraine Avitabile, 
Blanca Vasquez, Thomas Kompa, Bill Piro, Iris Cafran, Frank Kompa, John Luis Vasquez, Sophia Kyriakakis,

Billy Murphy, Con Boyle, John Blenn, Carla Calabrese, MaryAnn McEvoy, Gary P. Ribis, Rosalie Drenckhahn, James Kostolni,  
Elena Guigui, Theresa Kasmark, Emma Zaradich, Constance Citrola, Elizabeth Zitzmann, Anne Grusell, Teresa Kay, Sidra Lewis,  

Toni Panico, Ann Klein-Siebuhr, Nina Dobrowolski, George Heyen, Eileen McChesney, Mickey Gagliano, Jenna Ipplito,  
Theresa Daquino, Nick Daquino, Ottavia Daquino & for all those who care for the sick and disabled.

Requiem Intentions: Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let the perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
† †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

St. Francis Weekly “faith Renewed”
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THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL 
Apostle, First Century

This feast day is celebrated on January 25th. The Church 
celebrates the conversion of St. Paul because of its extraor-
dinary nature. Paul, who was known as Saul before his 
conversion was born at Tarsus in Cilicia, to .Jewish par-
ents. A Roman citizen, he was educated in Jerusalem under 
the tutelage of Gamaliel, a Pharisee. He became a Pharisee 
and fully embraced the law of Moses. Paul became an 
avowed enemy of the infant Church and engaged in the 
persecution of Christians. It is noted that he was present at 
the stoning of St. Stephen. Between the years 34 and 36, 
Paul was on his way to Damascus to arrest Christians and 
bring them back to Jerusalem. His encounter with Christ 
would change his life and have a dramatic effect on Chris-
tianity. Profoundly influenced by this grace of God, the 
converted apostle preached Christ to the nations. Today the 
feast of Paul’s conversion ends the Church Unity Octave 
‑ an annual eight day period of prayer for Christian unity. 
Inspired by Father Paul Wattson, founder of the Society of 
the Atonement, this observance has spread from the United 
States to various other lands and is celebrated in many 
Protestant and Orthodox, as well as Catholic Churches. We 
pray: Lord, in your mercy and by the power of your Spirit, 
take away the unhappy divisions that separate Christians, 
so that we may all be one in faith and love. Amen.

READ FOR THE JOURNEY ‑ Henri Nouwen
A reflection of faith and wisdom… 

COMMUNITY SUPPORTED BY SOLITUDE
Solitude greeting solitude, that’s what community is all 
about. Community is not the place where we are no longer 
alone out the place where we respect, protect, and rever-
ently greet one another’s aloneness. When we allow our 
aloneness to lead us to solitude, our solitude will enable 
us to rejoice in the solitude of others. Our solitude roots 
us in our hearts. Instead of making us yearn for company 
that will offer us immediate satisfaction, solitude makes us 

claim our center and empowers us to call others to claim 
theirs. Our various solitudes are like strong, straight pillars 
that hold up the roof of our communal house. Thus, soli-
tude always strengthens community.

BLESS OUR HOUSE!
There is still opportunity to have your home Blessed for 
the New Year. It is a short blessing at the entrance of your 
home and remains an addition for your spiritual growth. 
Interested? Please contact Fr. Andrew for a visit. 

ONE MINUTE DEVOTIONS ‑ Helen Steiner Rice
I LOVE YOU BEST

God, help me in my own small way to somehow do some-
thing each day to show You that I love You best and that 
my faith will stand each test.
“I believed; therefore I said, I am greatly afflicted.”  
				    —Psalm 116:10
Today accomplish at least one act of kindness no matter 
how small or insignificant it may seem.

PARISH NOTES…
OFFERING ENVELOPES will again not be used this 
year, so for your own tax purposes, you may want to make 
donations to St. Francis PNCC in the form of check or 
money order or use the supplied envelopes & pens in the 
rear of the church on the table for cash donations with your 
name.
TAX LETTERS will soon be out for your St. Francis 
Charitable Deductions for the tax year 2018.
ANNUAL MEETING: We must discuss a date for our 
annual meeting. Since Father Andrew is celebrating the 
Eucharist in Greenpoint at 12 noon each Sunday, we will 
have to reschedule our Mass as well as the Greenpoint 
Mass. Let's voice our opinions and come up with a date 
when all, if not most, of us can attend.


