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Sunday, December 17, 2017

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENJT

Niech Bedze pochwalony Jezus Chrystus. R/. Na wieki, wieckow. J \
Praised be the Lord, Jesus Christ. R/. Now and forever.

9:00 AM - "Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord"

P

OPENING PRAYER: (please say with Celebrant) O Father, our hearts respond with joy as we approach the yearly remembrance of the
birth of Jesus at Bethlehem. As we sense within ourselves His coming, may there be restored within us the image and likeness of our

Creator, who gave us the Christ of Christmas. Amen

PRAYER: (celebrant) O God, as we look upon this wreath, the symbol of eternity, and as we light a third candle, may we be prepared
more thoroughly in making the way for your son, especially in the depths of our hearts. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE: (Reader): O Lord, stir up our hearts that we may indeed prepare for Your only begotten Son,
that through his coming, we may be made worthy to observe you with pure minds. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

CONTEMPORARY RITE - Mass Book pg. 63
(please note: No "Gloria" during Advent)

READING I -Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the
poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor
from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God.

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of
my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation and
wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned
with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels. As the
earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth
spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise
spring up before all the nations.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54

R. My soul rejoices in my God.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, for he has looked upon his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed.

R. My soul rejoices in my God.

The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his
Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.

R. My soul rejoices in my God.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy.

R. My soul rejoices in my God.

READING II - 1 Thes 5:16-24

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.

In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for
you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise
prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain what is good.
Refrain from every kind of evil.

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you
entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will also accomplish it.

Priest/Lector: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

R./ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Priest/Lector: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.

R/ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL - John 1:6-8, 19-28

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony,
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.

He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.

And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, "Who
are you?" He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am
not the Christ." So they asked him, "What are you then? Are
you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?"
He answered, "No." So they said to him, "Who are you, so we
can give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to
say for yourself?" He said: "I am the voice of one crying out
in the desert, 'make straight the way of the Lord,' "as Isaiah
the prophet said." Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked
him,"Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or
Elijah or the Prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with
water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not
worthy to untie." This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing. This is the Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise be to you Lord Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY HYMN - "O, Lord, I Am Not Worthy"
COMMUNION HYMN - "Every Valley"
RECESSIONAL HYMN - "A Voice Cries Out"



St. Francis Weekly “Faitihv Renewed)’

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT Y
On this day the Church urges us to gladness in the “g@"’
middle of this time of expectation and penitence;
the coming of Jesus approaches more and more.
St. John, the holy precursor, announces to the
Jews the coming of the Savior. “The Savior,” he
says to them, “lives already among us, though
unknown. He will soon appear openly.” Now

is the time for fervent prayer and for imploring Jesus to
remain with us by His mercy. Let us prepare the way for
Him by repentance and penitence and by worthy reception
of the sacraments.

THE CHRISTMAS WAFER

The birth of the Lord is celebrated around the world and
each country lends its own spirit by its own traditions.
Immigrants brought those customs to America, along with
their possessions, and they melted into a unique American
expression of this holiday. Our parish of St. Francis is
today an mosaic ethnic mix, still we remember our Polish
origins. Wishing to share with all one very special tradi-
tion, “OPLATEK” - the Christmas wafer or the Bread of
Life! The oplatek is a thin unleavened wafer, much like
the communion wafer. It is stamped with the figures of
the Nativity or the Blessed Mother. It is shared at home or
sent to family and friends by mail. Prior to setting down
to Christmas dinner it is shared by all gathered, since it is
an explicit sign of brotherhood and Catholic friendliness.
A piece is broken off by each person, exchanging good
wishes and embraces. Custom dictates that before the
oplatek is eaten all quarrels and misunderstandings must
be dissolved. In this tradition we approach the holidays
with an open, love filled heart. Please note that the oplatek
is available in our Parish to anyone interested. Please con-
tact Father Andrew. We will share this tradition as a Parish
community at our 9 a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 24",
May it bring you, your family and friends closer to the
mystery you celebrate! God’s Blessings!

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES
LISTED BELOW WHO GENEROUSLY
DONATED RAFFLE ITEMS AND/OR FOOD/
DESSERTS TO OUR CHRISTMAS FUND-
RAISER DINNER LAST SUNDAY:

Broadway Warehouse Liquors
349 Wantagh Avenue, Wantagh

Wantagh Wines & Spirits
1225 Wantagh Avenue, Wantagh

Dortoni Bakery
3264 Hempstead Turpike, Levittown

Panera Bread
407 Jericho Turnpike, Syosset

lavarone Brothers Foods, Cherrywood Shopping Center
1166 Wantagh Avenue, Wantagh

Rapacki Polish Foods
1914 Hempstead Turnpike, East Meadow

Jericho Cider Mill
213 Route 106, Jericho

Bellmore Beverage
1377A Newbridge Road, Bellmore

Wantagh Beverage Barn
3341 Beltagh Avenue, Wantagh

The Cake Gallery
548 Jerusalem Avenue, North Bellmore

Philly Pretzel Factory
2647 Jerusalem Avenue, Bellmore

O'Shea's Funeral Home
2515 North Jerusalem Road, East Meadow

Sikorsky Polish Foods
548 Central Avenue, Bethpage

Please take note:

Because Christmas Eve falls on Sunday, December 24™,
but December 24" is also the 4™ Sunday of Advent,

St. Francis Parish will have

9:00 a.m. Mass, on Sunday, December 24",

but there will be NO evening Mass on December 24™.
December 25" Christmas Day Mass will be at 9:00 a.m.

(This was decided by majority consensus at an impromptu Breakfast meeting.)
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