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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADV]ENT

Niech Bedze pochwalony Jezus Chrystus. R/. Na wieki, wickow.
Praised be the Lord, Jesus Christ. R/. Now and forever.

P
A

9:00 AM - "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow"

PRAYER: (please say with Celebrant) O God, as we look upon this wreath,

the symbol of eternity, and as we light a second candle, may we be prepared more

thoroughly in making the way for your son, especially in the depths of our hearts. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE: (Lector): O Lord, stir up our hearts that we may indeed prepare for Your only
begotten Son, that through his coming, we may be made worthy to observe you with pure minds. Through Christ Our

Lord. Amen.

CONTEMPORARY RITE - Mass Book pg. 63
(please note: No "Gloria" during Advent)

READING I - Reading 1 Is 40:1-5, 9-11

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak ten-
derly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an
end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand
of the LORD double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! Every
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made
low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a
broad valley. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and
all people shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken.

Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry
out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news!
Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah: Here is your
God! Here comes with power the Lord GOD, who rules by his
strong arm; here is his reward with him, his recompense before
him. Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers
the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes
with care.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what God proclaims; the LORD--for he proclaims peace to
his people. Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, glory
dwelling in our land.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. Truth shall
spring out of the earth, and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
The LORD himself will give his benefits; our land shall yield its in-
crease. Justice shall walk before him, and prepare the way of his steps.
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

READINGII - 2 Pt 3:8-14

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day. The

Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard "delay," but he
is patient with you, not wishing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty
roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and
everything done on it will be found out.

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of
persons ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and
devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved in flames
and the elements melted by fire. But according to his promise
we await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, be
eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.

Priest/Lector: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. R./ Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia. Verse. R/ Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL - Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, I am sending
my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice
of one crying out in the desert: "Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths." John the Baptist appeared in the desert
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by
him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. John
was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist.
He fed on locusts and wild honey. And this is what he pro-
claimed: "One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not wor-
thy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."This is
the Gospel of the Lord. R. Praise be to you Lord Jesus Christ.

INTERCESSIONS - RESPONSE - GOD, HEAR US!

OFFERTORY HYMN - "O Lord, I Am Not Worthy"
OUR FATHER - page 95

COMMUNION HYMN - "Patience People"
RECESSIONAL HYMN - "Every Valley"



St. Francis Wee/kly “Kompasitions”

JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE!

Be joyful and share the goodness! Please join
us, be a friend and bring a friend, each Sunday at
9 a.m. in the Celebration of the Eucharist. Join us
after Mass in the Parish Hall for coffee and a roll
— our time as a Parish and Community, to share,
listen and care with one another! Joyful, Joyful!
we adore Him!

ST. NICHOLAS (fourth century) December 6

“The anonymous giftgiver.”

Nicholas takes the place alongside the other “solstice
fathers” of Santa Claus, Old Nick and Father Christmas be-
cause of one story: A rich man in Myra went bankrupt dur-
ing Nicholas' tenure as bishop, and having three daughters
and no dowries, despaired of their ever marrying. Incredibly,
he decided they should become prostitutes. When Nicholas
heard of this, he devised a way to save the girls. He secretly,
tossed a bag of gold through their window one night. In the
morning, the father was amazed by the miracle and used the
money as a dowry for his eldest daughter. A second time,
Nicholas left a bag of gold so that the next daughter could
marry. On the third occasion, when Nicholas sneaked up to
the house at night to leave his anonymous gift, the father
caught him so that he could thank him for changing their
lives. And thus Nicholas becomes the patron of the anony-
mous gift givers!

His prayer: Nicholas, give me the spirit of giving. Teach
me that it really is more blessed to give than receive, and
that to whom much has been given, much will be expected.
Help me to overcome my fears that if [ give generously |
will suffer want. Amen.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
MARY —December 8

The solemn feast of Mary’s Immaculate Concep-
¥ tion, celebrated nine months before the feast of her

* birth (September 8), recalls the Christian belief that
Mary was preserved free from all stain of original sin
from the moment of her conception by her mother,
Ann. Because of her unique role as the mother of
Jesus Christ, God endowed her with special graces and gifts.
Like a new Eve, she brought new life to the world through
her Divine Son. The feast is also a reminder that the whole
Church shares in Mary’s privileges in some way. For this
reason the feast day prayer asks God to “trace in our actions
the lines of her love, in our hearts her readiness of faith.”

Mary immaculate, star of the morning, chosen before the
creation began, chosen to bring, for thy bridal adorning,
woe to the serpent and rescue to man. Bend from thy throne
at the voice of our crying, Bend to this earth which thy
footsteps have trod; Stretch out thine arms to us, living and
dying, Mary immaculate, Mother of God. —F W. Weatherell

GOOD LUCK & THANK YOU...

to Lorraine Kompa, who had her rotator cuff surgery on
Thurs., December 4" and we all wish her a speedy recupera-
tion. Before her surgery, she put together all the beautiful
baskets as raffle prizes for today’s fund-raiser dinner (with
the help of Monika & Thomas!) Thank you & God speed...
and to Jiselle MacDonald, who is also recuperating from
surgery a couple of weeks ago. Get well soon, you girls!!

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCE...
to Henry Zaradich & family on the passing of Hank’s
younger brother, William, last Friday.

Sun., Dec 14™
12:30-5 p.m.

St. Francis Church Hall
Holiday Gift Fair
Come shop from some

of the most popular
direct sales companies
and local crafters.
Handmade unique &

FUND-RAISER TODAY!!!

St. FrAaNCIS PoLisH CatHOLIC CHURCH
presents its CHRISTMAS FUND-RAISER DINNER

Sunday, December 7" - 3:00 p.m.
_ With loads of great raffles & prizes

$18 Adults * *9 Children
St. Francis Church Hall

decorative items. Cos-
metics, clothing, hand-
bags, spices, candles,
jewelry and more!

If you can't make the dinner,
maybe you can send a small donation?
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